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Bahiyyih Khanum:
“The Immortal Heroine”
Prepared By Alfredo B. Ancheta

Part 1 of The Greatest Holy Leaf
“We have elevated thee to the rank of one of the most distinguished among thy sex,
and granted thee, in My court, a station such as none other woman hath surpassed.”
(Compilations, Bahiyyih Khanum, p. 3)
“He is the Eternal! This is My testimony for her who hath heard My voice and drawn
nigh unto Me. Verily, she is a leaf that hath sprung from this preexistent Root. She
hath revealed herself in My name and tasted of the sweet savours of My holy, My
wondrous pleasure. At one time We gave her to drink from My honeyed Mouth, at
another caused her to partake of My mighty, My luminous Kawthar. Upon her rest the
glory of My name and the fragrance of My shining robe.”
(Compilations, Bahiyyih Khanum, p. 2)
“Let these exalted words be thy love-song on the tree of Baha, O thou most holy and
resplendent Leaf: 'God, besides Whom is none other God, the Lord of this world and
the next!' Verily, We have elevated thee to the rank of one of the most distinguished
among thy sex, and granted thee, in My court, a station such as none other woman
hath surpassed. Thus have We preferred thee and raised thee above the rest, as a
sign of grace from Him Who is the Lord of the throne on high and earth below. We
have created thine eyes to behold the light of My countenance, thine ears to hearken
unto the melody of My words, thy body to pay homage before My throne. Do thou
render thanks unto God, thy Lord, the Lord of all the world.”
(Compilations, Bahiyyih Khanum, p. 2)
“How high is the testimony of the Sadratu'l-Muntaha for its leaf; how exalted the
witness of the Tree of Life unto its fruit! Through My remembrance of her a fragrance
laden with the perfume of musk hath been diffused; well is it with him that hath
inhaled it and exclaimed: 'All praise be to Thee, O God, my 4 Lord the most glorious!'
How sweet thy presence before Me; how sweet to gaze upon thy face, to bestow
upon thee My loving-kindness, to favour thee with My tender care, to make mention
of thee in this, My Tablet -- a Tablet which I have ordained as a token of My hidden
and manifest grace unto thee.”
(Compilations, Bahiyyih Khanum, p. 3)
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Dearly beloved friends:
Moved by an unalterable devotion to the memory of the Greatest Holy Leaf, I feel
prompted to share with you, and through you with the concourse of her steadfast
lovers throughout the West, these significant passages [1] which I have gleaned from
various Tablets revealed in her honour by Bahá'u'lláh and 'Abdu'l-Bahá.
[1 Included in Sections I and II.]
Impregnated with that love after which the soul of a humanity in travail now hungers,
these passages disclose, to the extent that our finite minds can comprehend, the
nature of that mystic bond which, on one hand, united her with the Spirit of her
almighty Father and, on the other, linked her so closely with her glorious Brother,
the perfect Exemplar of that Spirit.
The memory of her who was a pattern of goodness, of a pure and holy life, who was
the embodiment of such heavenly virtues as only the privileged inmates of the
uppermost chambers in the Abha Paradise can fully appreciate, will long live
enshrined in these immortal words -- a memory the ennobling influence of which will
remain an inspiration and a solace amid the wreckage of a sadly shaken world.
Conscious of the predominating share assumed, in recent years, by the American
believers in alleviating the burden which that most exalted Leaf bore so heroically in
the evening of her life, I can do no better than entrust into their hands these prized
testimonies of the Founder of our Faith and of the Centre of His Covenant. I feel
confident that their elected representatives will take whatever measures are
required for their prompt and wide circulation among their brethren throughout the
West. They will, thereby, be contributing still further to the repayment of the great
debt they owe her in the prosecution of a mighty and divinely-appointed task.
(Compilations, Bahiyyih Khanum, p. 57)
Your True Brother,
Shoghi
Haifa, Palestine
JANUARY 14, 1933
(Shared by Marcelina Duldulao, a Baha'i friend who works for Mr. & Mrs. Ali & Violet
Nakjavani)
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